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Abstract:

The study addresses the problem of espionage and its impact on
media freedom within the framework of international human rights
law. The study highlights the contradictions between legal guarantees
of press freedom and the practical challenges faced by journalists,
such as threats and espionage using modern electronic means. The
study also focuses on the responsibility of the international
community to protect and ensure the safety of media professionals.

The study also focuses on the contradiction between media rights
guarantees in legal texts and actual practices that press freedom has

been exposed to, especially with regard to the risks of espionage that
threaten the security and safety of journalists. The study also reviews
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the history of media freedom and the safety of media professionals
within the framework of international human rights law, with a focus
on the international responsibility to protect journalists. The study
also presents some global models that have been exposed to the risks
of espionage while performing their media duties, which contributes
to clarifying the extent of the challenges facing media freedom,
reflecting the importance of ensuring the safety of journalists and
enhancing their rights in light of current challenges.
Keywords: Media, Freedom of the Press, International Law.
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1653 Journalists Killed

between 1992 and 2025 / Motive Confirmed

Source: CPJ, 1653 Journalists Killed between 1992 and 2025 /
Motive Confirmed,
https://cpj.org/data/killed/all/?status=Killed&motiveConfirmed %5
B%5D=Confirmed&type%S5B%5D=Journalist&start year=1992&
end year=2025&group by=year
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Media Development, Global Report 2021/2022, UNESCO, 2022,
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@ CPJ, Explore CPJ's database of attacks on the press, available at
https://cpj.org/data/?status=Killed&start year=1992&end_year=2013&
group_by=year&motiveConfirmed%5B%5D=Confirmed&type%5B%5
D=Journalist.

Arlene Getz, Haiti joins list of countries where killers of journalists most
likely to go  unpunished, CPJ, August 15, 2023,
https://cpj.org/reports/2023/10/haiti-joins-list-of-countries-where-
killers-of-journalists-most-likely-to-go-unpunished/

@ CPJ, Attacks on the Press in 2023, available at

" https://cpj.org/2024/02/attacks-on-the-press-in-2023-2/

Ibid.

©) Christof Heyns, and Sharath Srinivasan, Protecting the Right to Life of
Journalists: The Need for a Higher Level of Engagement, Human Rights
Quarterly 36 (2013) 308-309.

© 21st session of the Human Rights Council (Agenda item 3), Promotion
and protection of all human rights, civil, political, economic, social and
cultural rights, including the right to development, United Nations,
September 21, 2012,
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/HRBodies/HRCou
ncil/RegularSession/Session21/A.HRC.21.L.6_en.doc

(" Universal Declaration of Human Rights, December 10, 1948,
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2021/03/udhr.pdf

®  Universal Declaration of Human Rights, December 10, 1948,
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/2021/03/udhr.pdf
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expression/about-mandate
U3 Country visits: Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression and
opinion, United Nations, https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-
procedures/sr-freedom-of-opinion-and-expression/country-visits
(% Report of the Commission on Human Rights on the fifty-fourth session
(16 March-24 April 1998), Official Records of the Economic and Social
Council, United Nations, Supplement No. 3, 1998, P.147-150,
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files’HRBodies/CHR/54/Documents/E.
1998.23 EN.pdf
(5 UN Commission on Human Rights, Report of the Special Rapporteur on
the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Freedom of Opinion and
Expression, submitted in accordance with Commission resolution
2001/47, 30 January 2002, E/CN.4/2002/75,
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3d6ce3cb0.html
(19 American Convention on Human Rights: Pact of San José, Costa Rica,
November 22, 1969, chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://treaties.un.org/do
) c/publication/unts/volume%201144/volume-1144-i-17955-english.pdf
Ibid.
% The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, Organization of
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@9 Eyropean Convention on Human Rights, Council of Europe, chrome-
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/documents/d/echr/convention ENG

@) CASE OF AUTRONIC AG v. SWITZERLAND (Application no.
12726/87),  European  Court  Reports, May 22, 1990,
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/app/conversion/docx/?library=ECHR &id=001

57629&filename=CASE%200F%20WEBER%20v.%20SWITZERLA
ND.docx&logEvent=False
@2 European Convention on Human Rights, Council of Europe, ibid
@) Human Rights Committee, 102nd session Geneva: General comment,
No. 34 Article 19: Freedoms of opinion and expression, United Nations,
September 12, 2011,
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/docs/gc34.pdf
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) dalaia clial) (e DY) Ay Cpinall Ldle (Lay sasid) aal) Jee ddas ()
¢saatiall
chrome-
extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://en.unesco.org/sit
es/default/files/un-plan-on-safety-journalists_ar.pdf
il o S e Bge o(JlSD pat W) sa sl oY Gl ()
https://www.un.org/ar/about-us/un-charter/full-text
(sl aalidlly Dladl ey & Slel) Bl algads Taldll Ll tsalaadl ol (Dlef ()
OV AVA aadgi YA ¢cppdiall 5y50l) 280N alally Lu il sasial) aeY) dadsial slall yaigal
https://scm.bz/%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-
%D8%A8%D8%B4%D8%A3%D9%86-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%AT7%D8%AF%D8%A6-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A
%D8%A9-
%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%A9-
%D8%A8%D8%AS/

[ Vo4, ]



sl sl ¢ g b Cpaade ) Aadlua g Ablasal) (3 ha

dlad) e a2 a2 L, /el

Ipal Ldlad) S papee/ sCasioll 5ila remny lecadll Cald Slalyl Sliaa 205 ()
YooY gle ¥ ¢ sSuigll daliia (VoYY alad dilaal)
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Belgrade  Declaration, May 11, 2004,  https://icomos-
serbia.com/resources/Belgrade%?20declaration.pdf
@D Records of the General Conference, 29th session, 21 October to 12
November 1997, v. 1: Resolutions (ara), UNESCO, 1998,
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000110220 ara
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©7) Human Rights Council, The right to privacy in the digital age, Fifty-first
session 12 September—7 October 2022, Report of the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations,
August 4, 2022, https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G22/442/29/PDF/G2244229.pdf?OpenEle
ment
©% When is targeted surveillance wrong?, Amnesty International, October
6, 2022,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2020/10/stopspying/
©9 Dominican Republic: Pegasus spyware discovered on prominent
journalist’s  phone, Amnesty International, May 2, 2023,
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pegasus-spyware-journalists-
phone/#:~:text=Spyware%?20exposed&text=Nuria%20Piera%20told%?2
0Amnesty%?20International,device%20was%20infected%20with%20Pe
gasus.

@9 NSO Group, https://www.nsogroup.com/about-us/

@D Dominican Republic: Pegasus spyware discovered on prominent
journalist’s phone, Amnesty International, May 2, 2023, ibid.
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with NSO spyware, report says, The Guardian, May 2, 2023,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/may/02/nuria-piera-spyware-
target-nso-group

@) Dominican Republic: Pegasus spyware discovered on prominent
journalist’s phone, Amnesty International, May 2, 2023, ibid

@9 Tbid.

@) Dominican Republic: Pegasus spyware discovered on prominent
journalist’s  phone, Amnesty International, May 2, 2023,
https://www.amnesty.org/en/about-us/#tab-governance
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University of California: Current History (2021) 120 (823): 64—70.

én Amnesty International Mobile Verification Toolkit, Torepot.Blogg,
September 9, 2023, https://torepot.blogg.se/2023/september/amnesty-
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“® Exposed: civil society condemns use of Pegasus in El Salvador to spy on
journalists and activists, Access Now, January 13, 2022,
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