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Abstract:

Small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) constitute the
backbone of any country's economy, whether developed or
developing. They are characterized by their high capacity to
provide job opportunities, increase production, boost economic
growth rates, and achieve development. They are also a means
of stimulating self-employment and private business, and do not
require high capital costs to start their operations. These
enterprises are also distinguished by their ability to employ
semi-skilled and unskilled labor.

In Egypt, small enterprises play a pivotal role in supporting
the economy; they represent approximately 75% of the private
sector workforce and contribute approximately 40% of the gross
domestic product.
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