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The Role of Digital Identity in Shaping the Legal Personality
Concept within Civil Obligations
Abstract:

This research addresses one of the most pressing and modern

legal issues: ""Digital Identity and its Impact on the Concept of
Legal Personality in Civil Obligations." This topic has emerged
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strongly within legal studies due to the rapid technological
developments that have fundamentally transformed the nature of
legal relationships, particularly in the field of civil transactions.
Nowadays, the conclusion of legal acts, the identification of
contracting parties, and the proof of such acts are increasingly
reliant on digital technologies, with digital identity at the forefront.

The significance of this research stems from the fact that digital
identity has become an integral part of the lives of individuals,
institutions, and commercial entities. It is widely used as a
primary means of proving identity in contracting, accessing digital
systems, and conducting financial transactions. This raises critical
legal questions about the legal status of digital identity within civil
law, especially concerning obligations theory, and whether it
represents a modern evolution of the concept of legal personality or
merely a technical tool.

This study aims to clarify the concept of digital identity, its
legal nature, and its relationship with the traditional concept of
legal personality, whether natural or juridical. It also examines the
role of digital identity in the formation, proof, and execution of
civil obligations and the legal challenges it poses, particularly
regarding civil liability.

Through analytical and comparative legal methods, the study
concludes that digital identity remains, for now, a mere
technical tool to verify identity and has not yet attained the
status of an independent legal personality with its own legal
capacity or financial liability. It is still tied to the natural or legal
person using it, although some contemporary jurisprudential trends
have begun to advocate for recognizing certain independent digital
legal personalities, particularly in the context of smart contracts
and autonomous digital platforms.

The research demonstrates that Egyptian and Arab
legislations still lag behind in this field compared to more
advanced legal systems, most notably the European Union, which
has adopted the eIDAS Regulation, establishing a comprehensive
framework for the recognition and legal effects of digital identity
in contracts, evidence, and liability. In contrast, Arab legislations
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continue to view digital identity narrowly as part of electronic
signatures without adopting a broader legal framework to regulate
its nature and effects on obligations.

The research reaches several conclusions, most notably that
digital identity is now a legal and practical necessity in the
modern digital environment, but it cannot yet be considered as
possessing independent legal personality. The reliance on digital
identity raises complex legal issues relating to consent, evidentiary
value, and civil liability, which necessitate urgent legislative
intervention. Moreover, there is a need to develop civil and
evidentiary laws to keep pace with digital developments.

Finally, the study recommends issuing a specific law to
regulate digital identity comprehensively, clearly defining its
nature, legal effects, and usage scope. It also stresses the
importance of updating evidentiary laws, training judges and
legal professionals on modern digital technologies, and
following the latest international legal experiences to protect rights
and ensure stability in digital legal transactions.

This subject remains open for further legal research due to the
rapid technological advancements and the emergence of new
digital entities, which may prompt a fundamental reconsideration
of the concept of legal personality itself.
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